
Appendix 2

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of Health 
Scrutiny Committee
1.0 Purpose of Update

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the work of 
Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee and any issues and developments that 
have occurred since the last meeting of SMB.

2.0 Board Meeting Update

2.1 The Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee has met twice since the last Scrutiny 
Management Board.

2.2 On the 14th December the Committee considered:

 Co-production in Alston, Wigton & Maryport - to understand progress with 
this; alignment with ICCs and how communities are engaged.

 HealthCare for the Future of WNE - ongoing monitoring. 
 Sustainability and Transformation Partnership for North Cumbria.
 Hearing Loss - to receive evidence from the Cumbria Deaf Association on 

how people with hearing loss are able to access Health Services in 
Cumbria.

2.3 On the 26th February the Committee considered:

 HealthCare for the future of WNE - ongoing monitoring of implementation 
of changes; the audits being undertaken; the Co-production Steering 
Committee, and Independent Review Panel. 

 Bay Health and Care Partners – Communication and Engagement Plan 
and a broader update on the Better Care Together (Morecambe Bay) 
Programme.

 An update on the Sustainability and Transformation Partnership for 
Lancashire and South Cumbria similar to the presentation made to the 
Committee on North Cumbria STP in December.

 North West Ambulance Service, CQC Improvement Plan.
 The Committee reviewed the status of the Helme Chase Midwife Led 

Maternity Unit and Westmorland General.

3.0 Additional Scrutiny activity undertaken by the Board

3.1 Additional activity that has taken place by or is planned by the Board is noted 
below:



3.2 Meetings between the Lead Health Scrutiny Members and Chief Officers and 
Chairs of all key Health Partners are taking place on a quarterly basis.

3.3 The Variation Sub Committee will meet on Wednesday 14th March 2018 to 
consider whether the proposal from the Cumbria Partnership Foundation 
Trust to close Flatt Walks Clinic and relocate patients and activity to Cleator 
Moor Health Centre constitutes a substantial service change.

3.4 The Joint Advisory Group held its scoping meeting with Members on the 2nd 
February, Cllr Claire Driver was agreed as Chair of the Group with Cllr Andy 
Connell as Vice Chair.

3.5 The first topic the Group will focus on is Delayed Transfers of Care, examining 
the work being undertaken to address this complex issue across the North 
and South, Health and Care systems. The Group agreed to the proposal that 
this take place after the Care Quality Commission (CQC) had completed its 
Review of the Health and Care System in Cumbria.

3.6 Members agreed that on 2nd March they would take up the opportunity to 
work with the Cumbria Learning and Improvement Collaborative on a 
development session for the Group, to help orientate members to the 
complexity of the task they face, understand the role of the group and the 
intended outcomes.

4.0 Conclusion

4.1 The Committee will continue to scrutinise matters relating to planning, 
provision and the operation of health services to ensure that decisions reflect 
local needs. They will also hold health service bodies to account publicly; 
assist in addressing health inequalities; support continuous improvement of 
health services and support and strengthening improved partnership working; 
ensure that proposals for major changes to health services are equitable, 
reasonable and reflect local need.

Chair: Cllr Claire Driver

Vice Chair: Cllr Ray Gill


